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Subject Overview: 

The Enquiry Curriculum 

 
What does the curriculum and teaching look like? 

 

At West Oxford Community Primary School we believe in the power of discovery and 
exploration.  Our school curriculum is rooted in the principles that our pupil’s learning should 
be enquiry focuses, based around intelligent questions leading to active, impactful learning 
opportunities.  

Across the curriculum we prioritise placing questions at the heart of everything we do, 
reframing learning objectives within a model that moves away from a passive learning 
approach to a proactive engaging learning experience.  By replacing a statement with a 
question at the beginning of every lesson, each child is provided with an opportunity to 
explore each topic.  Examples of this are: 

Learning Objectives Enquiry Questions 
To be able to name all the continents. How many continents can you name? 
To recognise the features of a ballad. Can you tell a story through music? 

To understand the importance of money. Why should we understand money? 
 

Our Enquiry Curriculum uses questions at different levels to support learning throughout the 
school: 

The WOW Questions and termly subject focus 

Each term a focus subject is selected, which is celebrated across the school.  Throughout the 
term, this subject is given special attention throughout the school, with dedicated assembly 
time and specialist displays dedicated to its content.  This focus subject is allocated its own 
main question called the West Oxford Wonder, or WOW question.  This master question 
should pull together all the learning across the school for that focus.    

This allows pupils to work collectively across the school, but also demonstrates to everyone 
that each area of our enquiry curriculum is interlinked throughout the school, and that the 
learning in one year has some form of connection to another.   

Over a 4-year cycle, our WOW subject tracker allows us to ensure that every subject will have 
a term in the spotlight.  This not only promotes creativity in the staff, keeping a one year 
curriculum cycle fresh, but also provides an opportunity for every child’s favourite subject to 
get its time in the sun.  Each year, staff take the time to assess what they think the six subjects 
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for the following year should be and what events, experiences or whole school assemblies 
they can attach to it.  An example of one such yearly cycle is: 

 Subject WOW Question WOW Event 

Term 1 PSHE What does kindness look like? Story Telling Week 

Term 2 Music How do we celebrate through music? Winter Performance 

Term 3 DT How has design technology shaped 
our world? 

DT Fair 

Term 4 Geography How do we care for our planet? Eco Fair 

Term 5 History Is change important? Mini-Museum Project 

Term 6 Science Where can we see science in action? The Big Science Share! 

 

At the end of each term, we put together a Curriculum Flyer outlining many of the amazing 
things the school has contributed towards the WOW question and subject focus.  This 
document is a celebration of each term’s hard work and provides parents and carers with an 
understanding of how learning progresses throughout the school.   

Curriculum Enquiries  

Within a subject area, each unit is also framed as an investigation with a question to replace 
a title.  In order to embed this enquiry culture throughout the entire curriculum, each subject 
has a main overview question to frame their learning.  At the beginning of each new term, 
teachers share these questions with their class as a termly overview.  They are visible on 
displays in the classroom and reflect the content requirements of the National Curriculum. 

An example of Design and Technology Curriculum Enquiries for a given term could be: 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

How can I make a 
puppet? 

Textiles - Puppets 

How can we design 
moving parts? 
Mechanisms: 
Ferris wheels 

How does food 
reflect who we 

are?  
Cooking and 

nutrition: Eating 
seasonally 

How is a torch 
assembled?  

Electrical systems: 
Torches 

Can we create our 
own healthy 

recipes? 
 Cooking and 

Nutrition: 
Middle Eastern 

cookery 

Can fashion be 
considered art? 

Textiles: bags 

 

This example demonstrates Year Two’s Science questions across an academic year: 

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 
What makes a 
material fit for 

purpose? 
Everyday 
materials 

How are we 
adapted to live? 
Living things and 

their habitats 

Where does light 
come from? 

Light 

What keeps us 
from floating 

away? 
Forces 

How do you 
know something 

is alive? 
Plants 

What keeps us 
healthy? 

Healthy me 

 

EQs 
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We also use questions at an individual lesson level to replace Learning objectives (LOs).  These 
questions link directly to a teacher’s daily plans and emphasis the learning focus for a lesson.  
They may be written out in books, or displayed on a whiteboard at the start of a lesson.  
Children are given time to discuss the EQ at the beginning and end of each lesson, to develop 
their assessment for learning and oracy skills.   

By developing an EQ for a lesson, the teacher must think carefully about the root learning 
within a lesson and can tailor the question to how much information they want to provide at 
the start of a session.  Sometimes a slow reveal or sense of wonder is impactful (What makes 
a ruthless leader? - History); whilst other times something more technical is more appropriate 
(What are modal verbs and when should we use them? - English).  

Knowledge Organisers 

To ensure that pupils and their parents are informed as to the termly curriculum content, 
teachers produce a Knowledge Organiser.  This double page sheet, adapted for each new 
term, sets out the WOW question and subject focus, the Curriculum Enquiries for the term 
alongside any other important events.  Some key curriculum content is explained in detail 
alongside any relevant pictures or diagrams. 

The Knowledge organisers also set out key vocabulary for a select number of subjects, usually 
Science, History or Geography.  This important resource provides parents and carers an 
opportunity to get an overview of what their children will be learning that term alongside any 
vocabulary they can help support with at home.   Parental inclusion is important to us, and 
the power of the use of this vocabulary outside of school can be highly impactful on the 
understanding pupils have in the classroom.   

A paper copy of each Knowledge Organiser is sent home to parents at the start of each new 
term, as well as emailed out and finally available to view and download from the school 
website.   

Oracy 

Central to the enquiry approach is the use of talk and oracy.  At West Oxford we strongly 
believe that communication is a key life skill and that opportunities to enhance speech, 
vocabulary and language skills should be embedded throughout every aspect of the day.   

We believe in a language rich environment, promoting vocabulary walls, word banks and 
displays and regularly use opportunities to check back and review language from previous 
terms or years.  Children are encouraged to use talk to explore our enquiry questions, with 
an emphasis on collaboration and teamwork placed in all lessons.   

 
What does progression look like? 

Progression within our Enquiry Curriculum is carefully planned to ensure that pupils build 
knowledge, skills, vocabulary and understanding over time. While each enquiry begins with a 
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question, the sophistication of these questions develops as children move through the school, 
reflecting their growing ability to think critically, make connections and apply their learning 
in different contexts. 

In the early years and lower primary phase, enquiries are often rooted in children's immediate 
experiences and observations. Questions are designed to encourage curiosity, exploration 
and discussion, helping pupils to develop foundational knowledge and language. As children 
progress through Key Stage One and into Key Stage Two, enquiries become increasingly 
complex, requiring pupils to compare, explain, justify, evaluate and draw conclusions using 
evidence from their learning. 

Progression is also evident within individual subjects. Knowledge and skills are sequenced 
carefully so that new learning builds upon what has been taught previously. Key concepts are 
revisited throughout a child's journey, allowing pupils to strengthen their understanding, 
make connections between topics and retain important knowledge over time. Vocabulary is 
introduced progressively, enabling children to communicate their understanding with 
increasing confidence and precision. 

The enquiry approach supports pupils in moving beyond simply recalling information. As they 
progress through the curriculum, children are increasingly expected to apply knowledge, ask 
their own questions, evaluate evidence, consider different viewpoints and articulate well-
reasoned responses. Opportunities for discussion, debate, problem-solving and reflection are 
embedded throughout the curriculum to develop these higher-order thinking skills. 

This progression is carefully monitored through curriculum planning, assessment and subject 
leadership. Teachers use their understanding of prior and future learning to ensure that each 
enquiry forms part of a coherent learning journey. Curriculum trackers and assessment 
systems enable staff to identify how well pupils are securing and applying key knowledge and 
skills, while also informing future teaching. 

We view achievement as more than the attainment of isolated objectives. Achievement is 
demonstrated through the extent to which pupils remember important knowledge, make 
meaningful connections between concepts, develop subject-specific understanding and can 
apply their learning confidently in new situations. Through our enquiry-based approach, 
pupils develop not only what they know, but also how they think, question and engage with 
the world around them. 

 

 
How do we recognise, measure and track achievement? 

Assessment within the Enquiry Curriculum is designed to celebrate learning, identify next 
steps and ensure that all pupils make progress through a broad and balanced curriculum. As 
our curriculum is driven by questions and enquiry, assessment is not limited to a single 
outcome but instead captures the knowledge, skills, understanding and vocabulary that pupils 
develop throughout a unit of learning. 
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Floor Books 

In History, Geography and Religious Education, learning is recorded within class floor books 
rather than individual pupil books. These provide a rich record of the collective learning 
journey, capturing discussion, collaborative tasks, photographs, pupil voice, practical 
activities and written outcomes. Floor books allow teachers and pupils to revisit previous 
learning, make connections across topics and demonstrate how understanding has developed 
over time. They also provide valuable evidence for subject leaders when monitoring 
curriculum coverage and progression. 

KWL Grids 

Each enquiry begins with a KWL (Know, Want to Know, Learned) grid. At the start of a unit, 
pupils are encouraged to share and record what they already know about a topic, alongside 
questions they would like answered during the enquiry. This process allows teachers to 
identify prior knowledge, misconceptions and areas of particular interest. 

Throughout the unit, learning is regularly linked back to the enquiry questions. At the end of 
the term, pupils complete the final section of the grid, reflecting on what they have learned 
and revisiting the key Enquiry Questions from across the topic. This approach encourages 
metacognition, helps children recognise their own progress and provides clear evidence of 
knowledge gained over time. 

A Range of Assessment Opportunities 

Assessment takes many forms across the Enquiry Curriculum. Teachers use ongoing formative 
assessment through questioning, discussion, observation, practical activities and written 
work to identify pupils' understanding and adapt teaching accordingly. Opportunities for 
retrieval practice, vocabulary recall and review activities are embedded within lessons to 
strengthen long-term memory and support knowledge retention. 

Where appropriate, subjects also include summative assessment opportunities which allow 
pupils to demonstrate their learning independently. These may include quizzes, 
presentations, investigations, performances, projects or final outcomes linked to the enquiry 
question. By using a variety of assessment methods, we ensure that all pupils are given 
opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding in different ways. 

Curriculum Trackers 

Progression within each subject is carefully monitored through curriculum trackers. These 
trackers identify the key knowledge and skills expected within each year group and provide 
teachers with a clear overview of pupil attainment against curriculum objectives. Staff review 
these trackers regularly throughout the year, enabling them to identify strengths, gaps in 
learning and areas requiring further consolidation. 

The use of curriculum trackers ensures that assessment remains closely linked to the intended 
curriculum and supports consistency in teacher judgements across the school. Subject leaders 
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also use this information to evaluate the effectiveness of curriculum implementation and to 
inform future developments. 

End of Year Reports 

Parents and carers receive a detailed end-of-year report which outlines their child's 
achievement across the curriculum. Alongside attainment information, reports provide an 
overview of the key enquiry questions and curriculum content covered throughout the year. 
This enables families to understand the breadth of learning experienced by their child and 
reinforces the importance of all curriculum subjects. 

By combining pupil reflection, teacher assessment, curriculum tracking and parental 
reporting, we are able to develop a comprehensive picture of each child's achievement. This 
ensures that assessment remains purposeful, supports future learning and celebrates the 
curiosity, knowledge and understanding developed through our Enquiry Curriculum. 

 
How do we ensure everyone is included? 

 At West Oxford Community Primary School, we believe that every child should be able to 
access, participate in and succeed within our Enquiry Curriculum. Inclusion is at the heart of 
our approach and we recognise that pupils learn in different ways, bring different experiences 
to the classroom and may require different levels of support in order to achieve success. 

The enquiry model itself promotes inclusion by providing open-ended questions that allow all 
pupils to engage with learning at an appropriate level. By beginning with discussion, 
exploration and curiosity, children are able to contribute ideas, make connections and share 
their experiences regardless of their starting point. There is often no single correct answer to 
an enquiry question, enabling all pupils to participate meaningfully and develop confidence 
in expressing their thoughts. 

Teachers carefully adapt learning to meet the needs of individuals and groups. This may 
include the use of scaffolds, visual supports, pre-teaching of vocabulary, additional adult 
support, adapted resources or alternative methods of recording. Where appropriate, pupils 
may access learning through practical activities, discussion, photographs, technology or 
collaborative work, ensuring that barriers to participation are reduced.   

Vocabulary development plays a particularly important role within our curriculum. Through 
the use of knowledge organisers, vocabulary displays, word banks and structured discussion 
opportunities, pupils are supported to develop the language needed to access increasingly 
complex concepts. This is particularly beneficial for pupils with SEND, those who are 
disadvantaged and pupils who speak English as an additional language. 

The collaborative nature of the Enquiry Curriculum also promotes inclusion by encouraging 
pupils to learn from one another. Opportunities for paired discussion, group work and whole-
class reflection enable children to hear different perspectives, build on others' ideas and 
develop a sense of belonging within the classroom community. 
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High expectations are maintained for all pupils. Whilst support and adaptations may vary, the 
ambition of the curriculum remains consistent. We believe that all children should have 
access to the rich knowledge, experiences and opportunities that our curriculum provides. 
Through careful planning, responsive teaching and strong relationships, we strive to ensure 
that every pupil can engage with enquiry, develop their understanding and experience 
success. 

Our commitment to inclusion extends beyond individual lessons. Subject leaders and senior 
leaders regularly review curriculum content, assessment information and pupil outcomes to 
ensure that all groups of learners are able to access the curriculum effectively and make 
progress over time. This enables us to identify and address barriers quickly, ensuring that our 
Enquiry Curriculum remains accessible, ambitious and meaningful for every child. 

For further information on how we ensure inclusion for pupils with additional needs, please 
refer to our SEND policy. 

 
What are the responsibilities of the subject lead? 

The role of the subject leader is vital in ensuring that our Enquiry Curriculum remains 
ambitious, inclusive and effective for all pupils. Through monitoring, curriculum development 
and staff support, subject leaders help to ensure that pupils are building knowledge 
progressively, achieving well and accessing a curriculum that is both engaging and 
challenging. They work closely with colleagues to review the impact of teaching, identify 
strengths and areas for development, and ensure that curriculum content continues to meet 
the needs of our diverse school community. 

Checking Content 

Subject leaders are responsible for ensuring that curriculum content remains accurate, 
relevant and aligned with the expectations of the National Curriculum. They regularly review 
long-term plans, knowledge organisers and curriculum resources to ensure that learning is 
appropriately sequenced and builds progressively across year groups. This process helps to 
maintain high standards and ensures that pupils develop secure knowledge and 
understanding as they move through the school. 

Reviewing Questions 

As questions sit at the heart of our Enquiry Curriculum, subject leaders play an important role 
in reviewing and refining the quality of Curriculum Enquiries and lesson Enquiry Questions. 
They work alongside teachers to ensure that questions promote curiosity, challenge thinking 
and accurately reflect the intended learning. By reviewing questions regularly, subject leaders 
help maintain consistency across the school and ensure that the enquiry approach remains 
purposeful and impactful. 
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Assessment Monitoring 

Subject leaders monitor achievement within their subject through a range of evidence, 
including curriculum trackers, floor books, pupil work, pupil voice and teacher assessments. 
This enables them to evaluate how effectively pupils are acquiring and retaining knowledge, 
identify strengths and areas for development, and support teachers in addressing any gaps in 
learning. Particular attention is given to the achievement of different groups of pupils to 
ensure that the curriculum remains inclusive and that all learners are making strong progress 
from their individual starting points. 

Leading WOW Focus Events 

Each subject leader is responsible for leading and coordinating their subject's WOW focus 
term when it appears within the school cycle. This involves developing the overarching WOW 
question, planning enrichment opportunities and supporting staff in creating engaging 
learning experiences linked to the focus subject. Subject leaders also contribute to 
assemblies, displays, curriculum flyers and celebration events, helping to raise the profile of 
their subject and demonstrate how learning connects across the wider curriculum. 

Through these responsibilities, subject leaders play a key role in ensuring that our Enquiry 
Curriculum remains coherent, engaging and ambitious. Their work helps to ensure that pupils 
develop secure knowledge, a love of learning and the confidence to ask questions, think 
critically and explore the world around them. 

 
How does this align with the Early Years Framework? 

Although the Early Years Foundation Stage follows a different statutory framework to the 
National Curriculum, the principles of our Enquiry Curriculum begin from the moment 
children join West Oxford Community Primary School. We believe that curiosity, exploration 
and questioning are fundamental to effective learning and therefore the enquiry approach is 
adapted to support the unique needs of our youngest learners. 

Both Nursery and Reception have their own carefully planned WOW questions which are 
appropriate to the children's stage of development and linked to the areas of learning within 
the EYFS Framework. These overarching questions provide a focus for learning and help 
children make connections between experiences, stories, play opportunities and adult-led 
activities. As in the rest of the school, learning is structured around enquiry, with teachers 
using carefully chosen questions to spark curiosity, encourage discussion and promote deeper 
thinking. An example of this might be: 

 Autumn Term WOW Questions 

Nursey 2 N1: All about me / N2:Celebrations 

Reception How do we celebrate? 

Main School How do we celebrate through music? 

 



 

9                                                                                     West Oxford Community Primary School Curriculum 

The EYFS team also utilise many of the same curriculum tools found throughout the school, 
including Knowledge Organisers, WOW questions and Enquiry Questions (EQs). These are 
adapted appropriately for younger learners, often incorporating more visual elements, 
practical experiences and opportunities for exploration through play. This ensures that the 
principles of the Enquiry Curriculum remain consistent whilst reflecting the developmental 
needs of children in the Early Years. 

The use of a shared enquiry approach creates a strong sense of continuity between Nursery, 
Reception and Key Stage One. Children become familiar with learning through questions, 
discussing ideas and reflecting on what they have discovered, providing strong foundations 
for future learning. Likewise, parents and carers experience a consistent approach to 
curriculum communication through the use of Knowledge Organisers, curriculum information 
and shared vocabulary. 

By aligning the EYFS Framework with our wider Enquiry Curriculum, we create a coherent 
learning journey that begins in the Early Years and continues throughout the school. Whilst 
the content and statutory requirements may differ, the underlying principles of curiosity, 
exploration, communication and discovery remain the same, ensuring a seamless transition 
for children and a consistent experience for families. 

 


